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him was that of accomplicess and the Courts notoriously
look with suspicion on such evidence, and juries most un-
willingly believe in it. Carson himself knew that the testi-
mony of "approvers'3 in Ireland often rather weakened than
strengthened the case. Nor would any of these accomplices
admit any offence on their own part, for obvious reasons.
It was their account, rather, that Wilde had importuned
them against their wilL The advisers of Lord Queensberry
were in no way acting for the Crown, but for a rather
disreputable old man, and they had no authority to give
immunity to those who came forward to turn " King's
evidence." Carson was horrified at what was now alleged
against Wilde. Russell assured him that in his view the
evidence was absolutely true, and, indeed, told far less than
the truth. Undoubtedly deep moral indignation boiled up
inside him that this Irishman, this graduate of his own
University, could come to London and corrupt and degrade
these poor youths. To his simple and direct nature no kind
of excuse presented itself which must present itself now to
those who know Wilde's lamentable decline in later years,
such as that Wilde's conduct was an affair for the physician
rather than for the Courts. He knew Wilde well ; in his view
the man possessed a sensible and brilliant brain, with a
keen eye for his own advancement. He was a public danger
and pest, and a disgrace to his native land. It was not as if
he was being asked to prosecute Wilde by the Public Prose-
cutor : why, the man was himself seeking to deprive another
person of his liberty who had said of him far less than the
truth, and this man had been a classmate of his own 1
He listened to all that Russell said, but still deferred his
decision.
He was determined to take advice from the highest
authority as to his duty in the matter : he went to Lord
Halsbury, who had been Lord Chancellor during the Con-
servative administration. cc Should I do this ? Is it right or
not ? "
" The great thing," said the famous Lord Chancellor, " is
to arrive at justice, and it is you, I believe, who can best
do it.59